
      December 14, 2017 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Faith Lutheran Church, 

 

   I’m writing to you today to bring you up to date with regard to the financial condition 

of our church, and to ask for your help. 

   Overall, we are in pretty good shape.  All our bills are paid, and we have a strong 

vision for our future together that incorporates vital worship, a special emphasis on 

young families, and a pursuit of excellence in the arts as a means of expressing the good 

news of Jesus Christ. 

   Our General Ministry Fund, the one that funds all of our staff and ministries other 

than our mortgage, has been well above comparative periods of time for most of this 

year.  However, our giving over the past 6 weeks has been $5,495.00 below our giving 

for that same time period last year.  And, we will need to receive $21,120.00 in giving to 
our General Ministry Fund in the next 3 weeks to stay even with last year’s final 2 weeks 

(there are 53 Sundays this year).   

   Our Mortgage Fund, which we set up so that we would not allow our building 

mortgage to become our ministry, is right on the edge of what we need to pay our 

monthly mortgage of $7,305.00 for remainder of the year. 

   I am asking you, therefore, to pray about your current giving and to be open to 

increasing it toward a tithe (10% of income).  I also ask you to consider a lump sum gift 

to help us catch-up by the end of the year.   

   We have come a long way together at Faith Lutheran Church, and I believe that 

God has plans for us for a long time to come.   

   Let’s provide a springboard into 2018 through our first fruits, percentage, growth 

giving and make room for those plans to happen and for our ministry to grow. 

   We are looking forward to helping our community know what a Lutheran is as we 

build on the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation that we celebrated this year!  

We are planning a film festival, a graphic novel distribution, a Lenten outreach emphasis, 

an expanded social media blitz, and more!  We are also planning creative Bible Study 

opportunities, an expanded work group structure, and an expansion of our youth 

outreach, along with our extensive current ministry in our church and in our community. 

   Our culture is both increasingly secular and more and more interested authentic 

Christian experience.  God continues to lead us to a time of tremendous opportunities 

for sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ!   

   Please be rich toward God and give in response to the great gifts God has given you to 

help us fund our church’s ministry this year and give us some momentum for 2018.  You 

may bring your gifts to worship, or mail them to Faith Lutheran Church, 505 East Bonita 

Avenue, San Dimas, California, 91773.   

   I thank you for your generous partnership in our ministry together.   

   

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

David Berkedal,  

Pastor 


